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In this updated reissue of his 1984 classic, James Fowler applies his groundbreaking research on

the development of faith to Christianity. In his revised first chapter Fowler locates his approach to

the study of human and faith development in relation to the contemporary conversation about

identity and selfhood in postmodernity. Fowler invites readers to explore what it means to find and

claim vocation: a purpose for one's life that is part of the purposes of God. Reclaiming covenant and

vocation as ideals for responsible, mature, Christian selfhood, Fowler shows how a dynamic

understanding of what vocation involves can both inform and transform lives.
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Fowler's Faith Development Theory is commonly being used to describe Christian spiritual growth.

Yet, when it was first formulated, Fowler described faith as `seeking meaning in our lives' and

universal, thus not limited to Christianity. This theory, which arise out of Piaget's cognitive and

Kohlberg's moral development theories are descriptive and did not take into consideration the

supernatural/spiritual.This book was Fowler's attempt to reconcile his development theory to the

Christian theological concept of salvation and sanctification. His approach to integrate this is by the

concept of vocation which `is the response a person makes with his or her total self to the address

of God and to the calling to partnership'. He defined this partnership as synergy between the human

potential and the work of the Spirit which he called `grace'. Fowler defined blockage to this synergy

as sin and unblocking this synergy as salvation. The aim of this partnership is `in God's work in the



world' which Fowler elaborated as partnership with God the Creator, with the governing action of

God and in the liberative and redemptive action of God. However, what Fowler was describing are a

series of behavioural pattern. Any description of spiritual growth must include a new creation, inner

transformation and fruit of the Holy Spirit. One needs to differentiate between descriptors and

contents.Fowler then went on to describe vocation, relationship of vocation and Christian

communities and the Christian story.
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